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A Ghost in the Making: Searching for the Rusty-Patched Bumble Bee  
(USA, 2016, 19 min) Neil Losin, Morgan Heim, Clay Bolt, Nathan Dappen 

Everyone has heard about bee declines, but with so much attention focused on domesticated 

honeybees, someone has to speak up for the 4,000 species of native bees in North America. 
Natural history photographer Clay Bolt is on a multi-year quest to tell the stories of our native 
bees, and one elusive species – the Rusty-patched Bumble Bee – has become his white 
whale. 

Ace and the Desert Dog 
(USA, 2015, 9 min) Brendan Leonard, Forest Woodward, Stefan Hunt, Joe Peters, Max Lowe 

For his 60th birthday, adventure photographer Ace Kvale and his dog, Genghis Khan, set out 
for a 60day backpacking trip in Utah’s canyon country. The pair tells the story of their trek, 
friendship, and Genghis records it on his Desert Dawg Adventure Blawg. 

Growing Change 
(USA, 2016, 4 min) Chris Jordan-Bloch 

Jim Cochran arrived at work before dawn. He walked out into the strawberry fields. As the sun 
rose and light hit the field, he began to smell chemicals. His eyes watered. His head spun. He 
started to shake. He had just walked into a field that had been sprayed with pesticides. From 
this experience, Jim Cochran helped invent the organic strawberry industry. After pioneering 
and profiting from a healthier crop, he turned his attention to the health of his workers. 

Mindful Vineyards 
(USA, 2016, 4 min) Kari Birdseye 

Amelia Ceja emigrated from Mexico when she was 12 years old to work in Napa Valley as a 

grape picker. The daughter of agricultural workers, Amelia met and befriended farmworker 
union founder Cesar Chavez as a child and honors his legacy today by operating a vineyard 
that prioritizes people and the planet. From farm-to-table she calls for justice in agriculture to 
protect some of the most vulnerable workers in the nation. 

My Haggan Dream 
(Northern Mariana Islands, USA, 2016, 8 min) Stephani Gordon, Rob Sams, Laura Sams, Open Boat Films, Sisbro Studios 

On the island of Saipan, a young girl’s mysterious dream about a haggan, or green sea turtle, 
leads her to investigate the sea turtles that live around her home. Join her adventure to find 
turtles, which leads to a birthday wish. 

Native Waters - Rio Grande (Avanyu) 
(USA, 2016, 8 min) Amy Marquis, Dana Romanoff, Sinjin Eberle 

The Wild & Scenic Rio Grande River is the lifeblood of New Mexico. But for Tesuque Pueblo 
member Louie Hena and his family, the river is more than an office, more than a provider, it is 
home. In celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the Wild & Scenic Rivers Act, happening in 
2018, Louie urges us all to protect more wild rivers. 
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One Hundred Thousand Beating Hearts 
(USA, 2016, 15 min) Peter Byck, Hal Honigsberg, Todd Johnson and FlexiP, Ming Tai, Jim and Paula Crown 

Director Peter Byck’s short film One Hundred Thousand Beating Hearts tells the story of fourth 
generation cattleman Will Harris’s evolution from industrial, commodity cowboy to sustainable, 
humane food producer, whilst breathing new life into a community left behind and forgotten due 
to, as Will says, the industrialization of agriculture. 

Plastico 
(Mexico, 2016, 9 min) James Q Martin 

Beach communities around the world suffer from an abundance of plastic that tragically ends 
up in the oceans at an alarming rate – over 8 million metric tons per year. Join the founders of 
the Azulita Project, as they share information on how a small community is making a difference. 

Water Song 
(USA, Peru, 2016, 5 min) Will Parrinello, Vicente Franco, Quinn Costello 

Máxima Acuña, a subsistence farmer in Peru’s northern highlands, stood up to the giant New-
mont Mining Corporation over the development of a gold and copper mine on her property. Her 
work was recognized in 2016 when she received the Goldman Environmental Prize. This short 
film, narrated by Robert Redford, shows how an ordinary person can affect extraordinary 
change. 

Thursday Films    January 25, 2018, 7:00 pm 
Coral Reef Rescue 
(USA, 2016, 17 min) Tom Fitz, Helga Berry 

An upbeat look at a downbeat topic, this film explores coral reefs, which are home to 25% of 
all marine species and protect the coastlines of more than 100 countries and provide 500 mil-
lion people with jobs. They are also taking a huge hit from climate change, ocean acidification, 
and other pressures. The Mote Tropical Research Lab and the Coral Restoration Foundation’s 
ground breaking work with accelerating coral growth in the lab, creating nurseries in the ocean, 
and replanting back to the reefs is nothing less than fantastic. Their efforts create hope for the 
future of sustainable coral reefs around the globe. 

Destiny's Bay 
(USA, 2016, 5 min) Tom Dusenbery, Jim Iacona, Quinn Costello, Robin Mortarotti, Todd Miro 

Destiny Watford organized her community to prevent construction of the nation’s largest incin-
erator in a Baltimore neighborhood less than one mile from her high school–and won the Gold-
man Environmental Prize for her work in 2016. 

Douglas Tompkins: Wild Legacy 
(USA, 2016, 16 min) James Q Martin, Chris Cresci 

Douglas Tompkins was a world-renowned adventurer, entrepreneur, and conservationist. The 
founder of The North Face and cofounder of Esprit, Doug spent the first half of his life building 
successful global brands, while simultaneously adventuring around the world, completing first 
descents of the world’s toughest rivers. In the early 1990s, Doug sold his part of Esprit and 
turned his entrepreneurial energies to land and wildlife conservation projects in South America. 
Over the last 25 years, Tompkins’ efforts have helped secure 4.75 million acres in new protect-
ed areas in Chile and Argentina including five new national parks. 
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Forget Shorter Showers 
(Australia, 2015, 11 min) Jordan Brown, Derrick Jensen 

Would any sane person think dumpster diving would have stopped Hitler, or that composting 
would have ended slavery or brought about the eight-hour workday; or that chopping wood 
and carrying water would have gotten people out of Tsarist prisons; or that dancing around a 
fire would have helped put in place the Voting Rights Act of 1957 or the Civil Rights Act of 
1964? Then why now, with all the world at stake, do so many people retreat into these entirely 
personal “solutions”? 

Pale Blue Dot 
(Singapore, 2014, 4 min) Chin Li Zhi 

Set to the words of Carl Sagan, Pale Blue Dot situates human history against the tapestry of 
the cosmos through an eclectic combination of art styles woven seamlessly together through 
music and visuals, seeking to remind us that regardless of our differences, we are one species 
living on Earth. 

Selah: Water from Stone 
(USA, 2016, 8 min) Ben Masters, John Aldrich, Tito West, Skip Hobbie 

Fifty years ago David Bamberger devoted his life to restoring a neglected and overgrazed 
ranch in the Texas Hill Country. The result? Water from Stone. By restoring natural ecological 
functions, David filled hillside aquifers, brought springs back to life, created riparian habitat, 
and inspired a landscape movement. 

The Last Resort 
(USA, 2016, 5 min) John Antonelli, Andy Black, Todd Miro, Robin Mortarotti 

Be inspired by Luis Jorge Rivera Herrera; he led a successful campaign to establish a nature 
reserve in Puerto Rico’s Northeast Ecological Corridor, a critical nesting ground for the endan-
gered leatherback sea turtle and won the Goldman Environmental Prize for his work in 2016. 

The Wild President 
(USA, 2016, 6 min) Will Stauffer-Norris, Sinjin Eberle, Jacob Boling 

President Jimmy Carter, an unsung environmental hero, grew up in awe of nature’s wonder. 

But it wasn’t until he first paddled the Chattooga River’s Bull Sluice did he understand the 
power of a wild river. In celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the Wild & Scenic Rivers Act, 
happening in 2018, President Carter urges all Americans to protect more wild rivers. 

Think Like a Scientist: Boundaries 
(USA, 2016, 7 min) Neil Losin, Nathan Dappen, Day’s Edge Productions 

Humans construct boundaries -- around our homes, our neighborhoods, and our nations -- to 
bring order to a chaotic world. But we rarely consider how these boundaries affect other crea-
tures. Meet conservation photographer Krista Schlyer, who has spent the last seven years 
documenting the environmental effects of the U.S./Mexico border wall, and biologist Jon Beck-
mann, who studies how man-made barriers influence the movement of wildlife. Schlyer and 
Beckmann have seen damaging impacts of the border wall firsthand, but they remain optimis-
tic. Humans probably won’t stop constructing walls and fences any time soon, but planning our 
boundaries with wildlife in mind can help prevent these structures from causing environmental 
harm. 


